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WHO AM I?



Phonics is a way of teaching children to read by
linking sounds to letters or groups of letters. This
helps children learn to read quickly and with
confidence.
With phonics, children learn to:

Recognise the sound each letter makes.
Notice the sounds made by letter groups, like sh
or ay.
Blend the sounds together, from left to right,
to read a word.

These are the main steps, but there are many other
skills your child will practise in class as they learn to
read.

WHAT IS PHONICS?



Phonics is a simple way to help children learn to read. Instead
of remembering thousands of words, children learn just 44
sounds in English. They can then decode words by breaking
them into sounds and blending them together.

Research shows phonics is one of the best ways to teach
reading. Children start with the easiest sounds (like single
letters) and then move on to harder sounds (like two letters
making one sound, e.g. sh or ai).

Once children know the sounds, they can use them to read
new words by segmenting (breaking apart) and blending
(pushing sounds together). Phonics is an important first step
in becoming a confident reader.

WHY IS PHONICS IMPORTANT?



PHONICS AT HISB
Phonics is the UK’s most used way of teaching
reading. With phonics, children learn to:

Read quickly and accurately.
Understand what they read.
Spell and write with confidence.
Share their ideas clearly.
When children can read sounds and words
automatically, they can focus on building
their understanding, vocabulary, and spelling.



RWI VOCAB
‘special friends’ 
‘fred talk’ 
‘fred fingers’ 
‘fred in your head’
‘speedy readers’ 
‘my turn, your turn’ 
‘clap it out’ 
‘alien words’ 



SOUNDS 



SOUNDS 



GROUPS

RWI (Read Write Inc.) has 13 groups.
There is no “right” or “wrong” group – every child
learns at their own speed.
Our job is to support, guide, and help your child
make progress.
We check children’s phonics every half term.
After this, groups may change.



ASSESSMENT
We use the Read Write Inc. (RWI) online phonics
assessment to see how your child is learning to read.
In the check, your child will:

Say sounds (like a, sh, ch).
Read words by putting sounds together.
Read some “tricky words” (words you cannot sound
out).
Read short sentences.
Reading speed

The Phonics Lead teacher does this assessment. We
then use the results to put your child in the best
group for their reading.



WHO TEACHES MY CHILD?
Phonics lessons are taught by both teachers and
teaching assistants.
Across Reception to Year 2, we can have up to 13
groups. Sometimes groups are joined together.
All staff are trained by the Phonics Lead to the
same high standard.
Staff also receive refresher training several
times during the year.



READING IN SCHOOL
Your child has multiple opportunities to read
within a school week:

read at least once with the teacher/TA. 
library 
reading interventions 
two reading based phonics lessons each
week. 



Reading at home is one of the most important
ways you can help your child. Just 10 minutes a
day makes a big difference. It helps children
practise their phonics, grow their vocabulary,
and develop a love of stories. The more
children read at home, the more confident and
successful they become in school.

READING AT HOME



OXFORD OWL 
Oxford Owl helps children learn at home and
at school.
The books your child brings home are the
same as we use in class.
Each Friday, your child gets a new book based
on their group colour.
They have one week to read it.
Children who complete their reading each
week will receive a certificate at the end of
term.



WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Here are a few tips to help you nurture your child’s
progress.

Take an interest: Ask your child what they have
learned and let them show you. Praise and
encouragement help them feel confident.
Listen to them read aloud: Try to read together for
about 30 minutes each day. This helps children make
faster progress.
Don’t give the answer: If your child is stuck,
encourage them to try again and sound out the word.
Complete weekly Oxford Owl reading: Make sure
your child finishes their assigned book each week.
Be on time for phonics lessons: Phonics starts at
7:50am every day, so arriving on time helps your child
learn.



QUESTIONS


